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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2016-535
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Crescimbeni
Date of Introduction: August 9, 2016
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, R
Date of Analysis: August 11, 2016
Type of Action: Expression of Council sentiment
Bill Summary: The bill expresses the Council’s interest in relocating the Office of Inspector General from the Yates Building to the St. James City Hall and expresses opposition to expending funds for the build-out of new offices in the Yates Building for the IG’s Office.
Background Information: When the Office of Inspector General was re-established in August 2014 after having been disbanded several years earlier, the staff was located on the second floor of City Hall in space shared with the City’s Ethics Office. The Acting Inspector General expressed a preference for the IG’s office to be located outside of City Hall both on security grounds to meet national IG accreditation standards and to facilitate greater anonymity for employees wishing to file a complaint or suggest an investigation who may be uncomfortable being seen entering the IG’s office in the St. James Building. She also cited increased efficiency for the staff not having to leave their offices as frequently to meet employees in remote locations for the sake of anonymity. The Yates Building was proposed as a better option because of the availability of unused space there and its physical separation from City Hall. Funding for build-out of office space was discussed in the Finance Committee budget hearing but ultimately was not appropriated.
Policy Impact Area: Inspector General’s Office operations
Fiscal Impact: The Inspector General’s Office has requested a budgetary capacity transfer in the amount of $100,000 from salaries to Yates Building cost allocation ($95,000) and furniture and equipment purchases ($5,000).
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